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GLOSSARY

[ ] Refers directly to a reference listed in the reference section
of this book

Beam - Velvet The main branch of a velvet stick
BCS Body Condition Score
Body Condition Scoring A system of visual live animal assessment
Buck A male Fallow deer that is at least two years of age
Bull Alternate name for a male Wapiti/Elk that is at least two

years of age
Button The calcified remnant of antler that remains on the pedicle

after velveting
Calf A young of Red deer, Wapiti/Elk or Rusa deer that is not

weaned
Casting The natural annual shedding of hard antler or button
Coronet The base of the antler adjoining the pedicle
Cow Alternate name for a female Wapiti/Elk that is at least two

years of age
Doe A female Fallow deer that is at least two years of age
DIAA Deer Industry Association of Australia
Dry Matter The portion of a feed that remains after the water

component of the feed has been removed
DSE Dry Sheep Equivalent
Dry Sheep Equivalent The amount of metabolisable energy required to maintain a

45 kg merino wether in body condition score of 2.0 to 2.5
Fawn A young of Fallow deer that is not weaned
Grading - Velvet The procedure of classifying velvet according to it quality
HCW Hot Carcase Weight
Hind A female Red deer, Wapiti/Elk or Rusa deer that is at least

two years of age
Hot Carcase Weight The weight of an slaughtered animal after bleeding and

removal of skin, head, feet, legs and internal organs and with
minimum trimming to pass the carcase fit for human consumption

Hybridisation Cross breeding between different strain or species
Joining Mating
Maiden A female that has not produced an offspring
Metabolisable energy The energy component of a feed that is available to livestock
Megajoule Standard unit for measurement of metabolisable energy
NVAS National Velvet Accreditation Scheme
Parturitition The act of giving birth

Pedicle The bony protuberances on the top of the skull from which
the coronet and antler grow annually

PROGRAZE The pasture and animal assessment training program
initiative of the Meat Research Corporation

RIRDC Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation
Rising Plane A gradually increase in the volume and quality of available

nutrition
Rut The breeding season
Shedding The natural annual shedding of hard antler or button
Spiker A male deer, approximately 12 months of age that produces

characteristic ‘spiker’ velvet
Stag A male Red deer, Wapiti/Elk or Rusa deer that is at least two

years of age
Stocking Density Stocking density refers to the number of stock grazing a unit are area

(hectare) at any one time

Stocking Rate A measure of the carrying capacity of a paddock or the whole farm

over an extended period

Velvet The immature (non calcified) antler of male deer
Velveting The procedure of harvesting velvet antler from male animals
Weaner An animal that is weaned but not yet 12 months old
Weaning The permanent separation of an offspring from its mother
Yearling An animal that is at least 12 months old but not yet two

years old




